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Montgomery County Celebrated Asian American and Pacific—-
Islander Heritage Month with Huge Community Support

The U.S.

Americans and Pacific Islanders, representing

is home to millions of Asian

a diverse array of cultures and traditions. Over
22 million Asian Americans trace their roots to
more than 20 countries in East and Southeast
Asia and the Indian subcontinent, each with
unique histories, cultures, and languages. The
U.S. Asian population is projected to reach 46
million by 2060.

Asian Americans have contributed to
nearly ALL sectors of our nation’ s economy
healthcare,
government and private businesses.

including  education, military,

During Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month each year, the
nation celebrates Asian and Pacific Islanders
Americans in the United States and pays
tribute to the generations who have enriched
and strengthened our nation.

In celebrating Asian American Heritage
Month this year, Montgomery County hosted
its 2nd annual “Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month
Celebration” in May 2023 in the nation’ s
capital region.

It is estimated that nearly 42% of the
of Maryland’ s American

state Aslan

population lives in Montgomery County.

Accounting for nearly 16% of the County

population. This annual event is to honor and
recognize the rich diversity of the AAPI
communities in  Montgomery County. The
event is strongly supported by over 30 Asian
community organizations. These organizations
offered community health services including
blood body
composition and carbon monoxide screenings,
and mental health, nutrition and COVID
education services, culture performances, and
interactive activities, which
highlight the contributions of AAPI- serving
and AAPI- led organizations in Montgomery

bone  density, pressure,

children’ s

County.
In addition to the the
celebration also included remarks from local,

Resource Fair,

state, and national elected officials, including
County Executive Marc Elrich, Delegate Sarah
Wolek, Councilmembers Laurie— Anne Sayles
and Marilyn Balcombe, and Sheriff Maxwell
Yu. County Executive Marc Elrich presented
Proclamations to recognize and celebrate the
AAPI community: “The Asian American and
Pacific Islander community is now one of the
fastest— growing community in Montgomery
County, representing over 16 percent of the
total population; and has made innumerable
contributions to the economic, cultural, and
civic growth of Montgomery County-++”

The highlights of the event included
cultural performances, a mini—health fair, arts
& crafts for children, free henna and face
painting, and AAPI food vendors---

The cultural performances were warmly
received and presented by over 10 community
Cambodians  of

organizations  including

Washington ~ Metropolitan ~ Area, Chinese
Alumni Associations of Greater Washington,

Global TV,

Community Health Services, Chinese Culture

Dragon Chinese  American
and Community Service Center, Coordination

Council of Chinese American Associations,

Happy Life Vietnamese Senior Group,
Mabuhay Inc. Dance Troupe, Natanajali
School of Dance, Vietnamese American

Services and Vietnamese Literary and Artistic
Club---

Award winning Asian American artists
also showcased their original art pieces at the
event, including Dr. Ellen Qiong Schicktan (3£
& HE'}E':), Master Sculptor & Oil Painter. Dr.
Schicktan

Chinese American oil painters and sculptors

is one of the most celebrated
and has won many important awards including
the Alice Island Medal of Honor, the American
Immigration Award.

Ms. Yanbo Huang, her oil painting and

hand painting on silk won the “Excellence”

Award at this year’ s World ArtExpo New
York, and other award winning artists. Mr. Hai
Wei, Ms. Helen Huang and Jen G.

The event was supported by over 30

Asian community organizations and attended
by over 700 people as a major county event to
recognize and celebrate AAPI community.

Chinese Alumni Association of Greater
Washington had a large presence representing
over 70 Chinese alumni groups with over 30
years history.

The entire event was organized by Ms.
Sanjana Quasem, Program Manager, and Yi
Shen of Asian American Health Initiative,
under Montgomery County DHHS.

The organizer plans to continue AAPI
Heritage Month Celebration in 2024! For more
information about Montgomery County, please
visit Montgomery County — Department of
Health and Human Services — Office of
Community  Affairs — Health
Programs — Asian American Health Initiative

Minority

(montgomerycountymd.gov)
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